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        The History of Class Projects
The Wilton Class Projects were formed in 1982 by the parents of the Class of 1988 as a part of the Wilton Youth Action Committee.  When WYAC disbanded in 1987, the Class Projects were incorporated into the newly-formed Wilton Youth Council.

These parents recognized that alcohol and other drugs, plus other social pressures that were equally harmful, were creating a high risk environment for their young people.  They observed that parent-to-parent networking and communication deteriorated as their children reached junior high and high school levels.  In an effort to positively impact this situation, they joined together and set the goals and objectives show on the facing page to form the basis for the Class Projects program.

Changes in our society in the last few decades make these formidable objectives.  However, we believe parents and teens can impact these issues with concern, caring, awareness, and action.

Our Projects have received enthusiastic support of the school administration, Wilton Police and our town government.  This support has increased annually as our parent effort in improving the youth environment has been recognized.  We will continue to receive this support as long as we do not interfere with the efficient operation, duties and responsibilities of these agencies.

The Projects – each formed at the start of the seventh grade and operates autonomously through Co-Chairmen and a Steering Committee of parents in each particular class.  Some projects follow the pattern of activities and programs established by prior Projects.  Others have chosen new events.  There are no restrictions as to the events chosen provided they are alcohol and drug free, do not violate the council's insurance restrictions, and are open to all youth and/or parents of the class (representing both public and private school participants).  These goals and objectives are as follows:

· Bring parents together to improve networking and communication on shared concerns.
· Provide social activities which remind teens that they can have a great time without alcohol and other drugs.
· Initiate parent-teen events which allow parents to get acquainted with the young people (and their parents) who share their teen's environment and social pressures.
· Expedite the integration of new parents and teens into the Wilton community.
· Create educational programs on youth issues which lead to greater awareness and determination for an improved youth environment.
· Decrease the threat of harmful behavior (alcohol and other drugs, vandalism, teen pregnancy, eating disorders, poor school performance, alienation) while increasing self-esteem, responsibility, independence, good decision-making skills and concern for others.
· Experience good times and lasting memories with emphasis on the positive joys of being a teenager.[image: image2.png]
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